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south, changing quickly to the westward, indicating that the
storm center had passed northward yf the position of the squad-
ron. Although the wind blew hard, it soon brought clearing
weather, and there was seen ahead of the JYi ir York a large coast-
wise steamer, whose commander had evidently pursued the same
tactics as the admiral. But feeling some solicitude for the smaller
vessels, the New York was put about on a course to the north-
ward, and soon picked up the Columbia, Maine and Marble-
Jiead^ this latter vessel "lying to" under a sea anchor. She had
been boarded by a sea over her bows, which had dismounted
her searchlight installed there, throwing it inboard with such
violence as to seriously injure several of her men. The Maine
had been boarded by a furious sea which dashed one of her men
against the turret, killed him instantly, and washed his body
overboard.

On every such occasion there are brave fellows who hazard
everything to save a shipmate, and this occurrence was BO ex-
ception, for several sturdy fellows jumped overboard into a boil-
ing sea to save their shipmate. But for the prompt action in
lowering a boat with Ensign "Walter R. Gherardi, son of Admiral
GherardL, in charge, those poor fellows would have lost their
lives also. In the other vessels of the squadron there were no
accidents, but, as the Amphitrite could not be found, the admiral
cruised back and forth until Sunday between Cape Hatteras
and Cape Lookout in fine weather, but without result, when he
turned the cruiser towards Charleston. There he arrived the
day following and found the vessels anchored in the offing.

If the New York had been alone on this passage, it is doubt-
ful if she would have been delayed, owing to her great size and
great engine-power. And, while the sea was rough, and the
wrind violent, she weathered the gale without mishap of any kind
except a good shaking up.

The time spent in testing the effectiveness of the blockade
of Charleston was profitable and instructive to officers and men.
Many attempts were made by tugs and by the Vesuvius to pass
the blockading line, but they were discovered and checked. The
searchlights invariably picked them up at such distances from
the ships that their destruction by the machine-guns would have
been certain before effective torpedo range could have beenind came from theto
